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Can You Answer 
This? 
r Questions Youth Are Asking Today 
by C. Mervyn Maxwell 
Chairman, Department of Church History 
Andrews University 
"BUSY SIGNAL" PRAYERS 
Q. I've tried praying, but it doesn't seem to work. 
It seems like I don't get a good connection, or the line's 
busy, or something. My prayers don't seem to go any-
where. They certainly don't reach God. 
A. Your prayers don't have to go anywhere! While 
it is true that God is "in heaven," it is also true that 
He is "with us" when we pray sincerely. The Bible 
quotes God as saying, "I dwell in the high and holy 
place, and also with him who is of a contrite and hum-
ble spirit." Isaiah 57:15, RSV. Jesus says to all who 
seek Him, "I am with you always." Matthew 28:20, 
RSV. 
Next time you kneel to pray, try something. It may 
seem strange to read about it here, but many youth 
have tried it and found it works. Think of God, who 
is "with you," as wanting to kneel down beside you. 
Then move over to one side just a little as if to give 
Him room. After you have done this, you won't worry 
anymore about whether your prayers get to heaven 
or not! You'll know He's listening, right beside you. 
DO I HAVE TO CALL GOD "THOU"? 
Q. Why do ministers say "thee" and "thou" when 
they pray? It sounds so unreal, as if God was old-
fashioned and not with it. I have tried to pray this 
way, but it seems I am talking a foreign language. Is 
there some reason why I ought to do it? 
A. The reasons why some people use this form of 
speech when praying are (a) the King James Version 
of the Bible uses the pronouns "thee" and "thou," and 
(b) to many Christians this Biblical usage carries a 
connotation of special sacredness. 
In the seventeenth century, when the King James 
Version was translated, the English language pro-
vided two forms of the second person pronoun, both 
"you" and "thou" ( or "thee"). Surprisingly, if people 
made a distinction in those days between these two 
forms of the pronoun, they considered "you" more 
polite and formal than "thou"! Thus the Quakers ad- 
dressed the king with the pronoun "thee," not to 
honor him but to humble him. For the same reason 
they refused to take off their hats in his presence. 
Languages change, as everyone knows. Today "thou" 
is more polite and honorific than "you." If a person 
wishes to use "thee" and "thou" in his prayers, he 
should be allowed to do so. But there is nothing in 
Biblical usage that demands that he must; for although 
the KJV Bible uses "thee" and "thou" for addressing 
God, it also uses it in addressing ordinary people as 
well. And the original Greek text of the New Testa-
ment, the language Paul wrote in, also addresses God 
with the same pronoun used for addressing ordinary 
people—for the simple reason that Greek, less rich in 
this respect than English, offered no choice. Further-
more, in the Lord's Prayer that Jesus gave to us as an 
example of how we ought to pray, Jesus addressed 
God with the same second-person pronoun that in 
those days was used by ordinary people when speak-
ing to one another. 
HOW CAN I STOP IN TIME? 
Q. I've had several dates now with a boy I really 
like. We got quite affectionate the last two times, and 
I don't know how much longer I can hold out. I don't 
want to go all the way with anybody until after I'm 
married. How can I keep from going too far now? 
A. The Bible says, "Keep your heart [that is, your 
mind] with all vigilance; for from it flow the springs 
of life." Proverbs 4:23, RSV. Make up your mind in 
advance that you are not going to do it. Don't even 
allow yourself to think it would be nice to try once. 
If you start to daydream about doing it, review the rea-
sons why you prefer not to do it, and repeat to your-
self the words from the Ten Commandments, "Thou 
shalt not commit adultery." Then change the subject. 
Don't worry about those godless psychiatrists who 
would like to scare you into thinking that this type of 
self-control will inhibit your sexuality after marriage! 
Nothing of the sort. Self-control now will be trans-
formed at the proper time to a loving, regret-free sin- 
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cerity in the marriage relationship for which you will 
be grateful a thousand times. 
And remember, God is eager to help you! 
SEXY THOUGHTS 
Q. When you're out with a girl, how can you keep 
from thinking about having sex with her? Some of the 
other fellows I go around with would like to see the 
same question answered. 
A. 1. Keep your thoughts in the right place. 
2. Keep your hands in the right place. 
3. Get your girl to the right place ( her home ) 
before you both feel sleepy. 
The fact that you want to be clean will help you 
a great deal. Since you can think only one thought at 
a time, make it a point on a date to talk about other 
things than love—such as hobbies, mutual friends, your 
goals in life, your God—and you will have no time to 
think of mere sex. Get interested in your girl as a 
person, not just a body. Think of her as a friend, not 
just a sex symbol. Develop a desire to help her keep 
herself clean for the fortunate young man who will 
someday deserve to become her husband. 
Remember too that, if you choose to have it so, 
your body can be a temple of God's Spirit. 1 Corin-
thians 6:19. 
SUPPOSE I DIE IN AN ACCIDENT? 
Q. I still don't have it straight in my mind about 
God being a God of love. Sure we read that God 
doesn't want anybody to perish and that He loves us 
all as individuals and so on. But we also read that 
one unconfessed sin will keep us out of heaven. Now 
suppose I commit a sin and am then killed immedi-
ately, before I have a chance to ask forgiveness? For 
example, suppose I am driving at seventy-five miles 
an hour, breaking the law of the land and thus also 
breaking the law of God, and then I am killed in an 
accident and don't have time to ask forgiveness. Will 
I be saved or will I be lost? 
A. Read Psalm 31:15: "My times are in Thy hand." 
Then John 10:28: "Neither shall any man pluck them 
out of My hand." If you are a committed Christian, you 
belong to God, and your future belongs to God. God 
is not going to permit some drunk driver in an auto-
mobile to take you away from Him for eternity. 
Now add to this the fact that Christ died to save 
you. Jesus wants you in heaven more than you want 
to be there yourself. He has made a great investment 
in you—Himself on the cross. 
There is a difference between a sinful act and a 
sinful attitude. One's character is not determined so 
much by occasional good deeds and occasional mis-
deeds, as by the general trend of the life and the gen-
eral attitudes that make up the personality. It is not 
the "accidental" or "occasional" unconfessed sin that 
makes a person unfit for heaven; it is the "habitual" 
sin that is cherished which makes one unfit for eternal 
life. 
If you are holding on to a known sin, then you are 
not ready for heaven, whether you die suddenly or  
gradually. But if you are consecrated to Christ and 
are truly His own, you can let Him worry about the 
accidents and the unconfessed momentary sin. 
ARE CORN FLAKES ADVENTIST? 
Q. Is it true that Kellogg's corn flakes were invented 
by Seventh-day Adventists? Someone told me that 
they were, and I don't know whether to believe him 
or not. 
A. The inventor of corn flakes was John Harvey 
Kellogg, M.D. ( 1854-1943 ), founder of the Battle 
Creek Sanitarium and once as famous as the Mayo 
brothers. A lifelong advocate of a sensible diet as an 
indispensable aid to good health, Dr. Kellogg was 
always on the lookout for new ways to prepare "fruits, 
grains, and nuts," the dietary items given by God to 
man in Genesis 1 and 2. 
In 1878 Dr. Kellogg introduced "granola," still avail-
able in some stores; in 1895, wheat flakes; and in 1898, 
corn flakes. As the breakfast-cereal industry flourished, 
over forty competitors sprang up in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, two of whom survived, C. W. Post of postum 
fame, and the doctor's brother, W. K. Kellogg, who 
took over the production of Kellogg's corn flakes. 
At the time when they founded the breakfast-cereal 
industry and "changed the eating habits of the world," 
both Dr. J. H. Kellogg and W. K. Kellogg were mem-
bers in good standing of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. 
SABBATH FIRST, JESUS SECOND? 
Q. I think it's fine if our Adventist friends prefer 
to keep the Sabbath rather than the Lord's day. Which-
ever day they keep makes little difference to me; but 
I could never be an Adventist because of the promi-
nence they give the Sabbath. For them it is Sabbath 
first, Jesus second. The "good news" in Revelation 
14:6-12 and so many other Bible passages does not 
refer to the Sabbath but to Jesus. 
A. Revelation 14:6-12 contains a message about 
proclaiming the gospel to all the world, and calls on 
people everywhere to worship the God "who created 
the heaven and the earth." Verse 12 describes those 
who accept this message as a people who "keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." The 
commandment of God which specifically honors God 
as Creator is the Sabbath commandment: "Remember 
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. . . . For in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
in them is, and rested the seventh day." See Exodus 
20:8-11. 
And who is the Creator? The first chapter of the 
Gospel of John says that everything was made by the 
Son of God—by Jesus. Thus Sabbath keeping honors 
Jesus as Creator. In John 14 (RSV) Jesus says, "If 
you love Me, you will keep My commandments." Ad-
ventists keep the Sabbath as an expression of their 
love for and faith in Jesus, their Creator and Re-
deemer. In Adventist theology it is very definitely 
Jesus first and then the Sabbath because of Jesus. 
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